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Preamble

The study of the Jewish and Christian heritages holds considerable importance
within Arab-Islamic civilization, not only for historical reasons imposed by the
course of events, but also in response to intellectual and cultural imperatives that
undoubtedly contribute to a deeper understanding of the formation of the Arab-
Islamic mind across long centuries of creative civilizational interaction. From its
emergence in the Arabian Peninsula, Islam grew and developed within a space
marked by religious and cultural plurality. This plurality became eve more
pronounced in the regions of Egypt, the Levant, Mesopotamia, Persia, and the
Islamic West, where Jews and Christians constituted an integral part of the social
and intellectual fabric.

Accordingly, the study and reappraisal of this heritage, including its texts, history,
and thought, and the restoration of its rightful place, constitute an essential entry
point to understanding the contexts of Islam’s engagement with the People of the
Book, as well as the manifestations of dialogue, interaction, and debate among these
three Abrahamic religions. This, in turn, reinforces the values of mutual
understanding and coexistence, and demonstrates that religious, linguistic, and
cultural diversity is not an incidental feature of Arab-Islamic civilization, but rather
a substantial component of its deep identity and a pillar of its intellectual and
human flourishing.

It is from this perspective that the idea of organizing this international
communicative symposium emerged to make Jewish and Christian heritage the
subject of academic readings and diverse scholarly approaches, that allow for
uncovering its historical and intellectual dimensions, highlighting its presence in the
formation of Arab-Islamic civilization, and opening new horizons for dialogue

among researchers from various disciplines and backgrounds.
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